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ABSTRACT                        This retrospective paper describes the emergence and development of the or-
ganizations of plant physiologists and their activities in the last three decades in Hungary. It is 
concluded that the Federation of European Societies of Plant Physiology (FESPP) initiated the 
birth of the Hungarian Society for Plant Physiology and exerted great impact on its activities 
in participating the FESPP congresses, in organizing the congresses of the Hungarian Society 
and also the 12th FESPP Congress in Budapest. The past 30 years witnessed the transition of the 
traditional plant physiology into the postgenomic era, which brought more intense co-operation 
between plant scientists in a modernized form of the organized framework of research and 
development of integrated plant biology. Acta Biol Szeged 55(1):47-52 (2011)
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Table 1. Congresses of the Federation of European Societies of Plant Physiology (FESPP, 1-13) and those of after changing the name 
to Federation of European Societies of Plant Biology (FESPB, 14-17).
No.  Place    Time    President
1st Edinburgh    10 - 13 July, 1978   Prof. Charles P. Whittingham
2nd Santiago de Compostela  27 July - 1 August, 1980  Prof. Ernesto Vieitez
3rd Warsaw    Cancelled (due to martial law)   Prof. Roman Antoszewski
4th Strasbourg   29 July - 3 August, 1984  Prof. Henri Duranton
5th Hamburg    31 August - 4 September, 1986  Prof. Hartmut K. Lichtenthaler
6th Split, Yugoslavia   4 - 10 September, 1988  Prof. Miloje R. Saric
7th Umeå    5 - 10 August, 1990   Prof. Ola Heide / Prof. Dr. Gunar Öquist
8th Antwerpen   23 - 28 August, 1992   Prof. Jean-Pierre Verbelen
9th Brno    3 - 8 July, 1994   Prof. Stanislav Procházka
10th Florence    9 - 13 September, 1996  Prof. Amedeo Alpi
11th Varna    7 - 11 September, 1998  Prof. Emanuil N. Karanov
12th Budapest    21 - 25 August, 2000   Prof. László Erdei
13th Hersonissos, Crete   2 - 6 September, 2002   Prof. Kalliopi A. Roubelakis-Angelakis
14th Krakow, Poland   23-25 August 2004   Prof. Franciszek Dubert
15th Lyon    17 – 21 July 2006   Prof. Christian Dumas
16th Tampere, Finland   22-28 August 2008   Prof. Jan Schjoerring
17th Valencia, Spain   4-9 July 2010   Prof. Jose Pio Beltran
The history of the Congresses of the Hungarian 
Society for Plant Physiology/Biology
Figure 1. The Final Programme Booklet of the 12th FESPP Congress 
held in Budapest.
Figure 2. An example for the Diploma of Honorary Membership be-
stowed to the awardee person.
The great adventure: organizing the 12th FESPP 
Congress in Budapest
Figure 3. Front cover pages of Acta Biologica Szegediensis involving the contributions to the 7th, 8th and 9th Congresses of the Hungarian Society 
of Plant Physiology/Biology, respectively.
Table 2. Congresses of the Hungarian Society for Plant Physiology/Plant Biology and the publications of the congress material.
Figure 4. The Special Issue of Biochemistry and Physiology of Plants 
containing about 730 contributions from near 50 countries to the 12th 
FESPP Congress held in Budapest. (With permission from Elsevier).
No.   Date     Place   Publications
1st  July 7-9, 1982    Szeged  Abstract Book (in Hungarian)
2nd  July 2-4, 1985   Szeged  Abstract Book (in Hungarian)
3rd  July 5-7, 1988    Szeged   Botanikai Közlemények (Botanical Communications),
        Separatum 77 (3-4): 247- 278. 1990.
4th  July 10-12, 1991   Szeged  Botanikai Közlemények
        Separatum 78(3-4): 187-223. 1991.
5th  July 13-15, 1994   Szeged   Abstract Book (in Hungarian), 
        Joined with the Workshop “Biostress’94   
        Acta Phytopathol. Entomol. Hung. 30:5-132. 1995
6th   June 30, 1997   Budapest  Botanikai Közlemények 85 (1-2):139-154. 1998.
7th   June 24-27, 2002   Szeged   Acta Biologica Szegediensis 46(3-4): 1-261.
8th  August 22-25, 2005    Szeged   Acta Biologica Szegediensis 49(1-2): 3-232. 2005.
        Joined with the 6th Hungarian Conference on Photosynthesis
9th  July 7-9, 2008   Szeged   Acta Biologica Szegediensis 52(1): 39-255. 2008.
10th  August 31- September 2, 2011   Szeged  Acta Biologica Szegediensis 55 (1):.......... 2011.
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